
Are you registered?  
The 2010 Primary Care Conference is just around the corner. Have you signed up yet? It’s our 30th anniversary of the conference and 
we celebrate with many speakers bringing you up-to-date information, a celebration and a new location. Join us September 23-25 at 
the Albuquerque Radisson for speakers who will bring us “Snakes and Spiders and Scorpions Oh My!”, “Prescribing for the Elderly” 
and more! You can sign up today by going to our website, http://www.nmapa. 

Farewell to Tom White 
Kathy Johnson, PA-C 
It was a sad day on August 27, when we had to say goodbye to Tom White. Tom and Esther moved to Maine to be closer to family. I 
will likely not forget that day for some time. A small group of us gathered at the UNM PA Program to wish Tom well, as he came to 
pick up the last few boxes from his office. The tears were contagious but Tom remained his upbeat self, asking us all to keep in touch. 
How can we ever be the same? How can his patients, his students, his colleagues go on with business as usual? For all of us that knew 
him and were lucky to learn from him, it simply will never be the same.   

So, Tom, when you read this please know that we will all miss you incredibly and wish you much luck for your next adventure. Please 
remember New Mexico- and know we will never forget you!"  

NMMB Update “Keep Your License Clean” 
Albert Bourbon, PA-C 
I have to say that this appointment has been one of the most challenging in my career. Hats off to Reza Ghadimi for holding the 
position for the time he did. 

The licensing is mostly straight forward, but the disciplinary tasks are quite complicated and finally the monitoring of Impaired 
Practitioners is heart wrenching. 

The board promotes that our job is to keep you practicing and your license intact. 

Our job is to protect the public first and foremost, but as the only PA, it also involves educating  fellow board members and 
advocating for the PA profession. I hope to present some valuable information at this years’ NMAPA annual conference and will be 
available to answer questions that PA ‘s have, so until then I ask that you think about how lucky we are to have a great practice act in 
New Mexico and never take your license for granted by keeping it washed and clean. See you in September. 
 

Thank you! 
I was recently informed that I was chosen for the Robert Norton Scholarship.  I am truly grateful to those who have graciously 
donated their means to this fund!  Thank you!  I am grateful to the late Robert Norton in whose name this scholarship was made and 
for the “trails” he blazed to progress the physician assistant profession into what it is today!  Thank you to those who chose me for 
this scholarship!  I will use it wisely and I will strive to uphold the good name of Robert Norton!   

Sincerely, Mario Aragon PA-S 
 

USF names director of PA Program 
JOLIET, Ill.— University of St. Francis has named a new program director of its Physician Assistant program in Albuquerque, N.M. 
Provost Frank Pascoe promoted Laura Grimes, a 2003 graduate of the program, who most recently was the program’s curriculum 
coordinator and serving as interim director. 

“Laura was an early graduate of the university’s Physician Assistant program and has served as a faculty member in the program for 
several years,” Pascoe said.  

“We are fortunate to have someone with her qualifications and knowledge of USF assumes this position.” 

http://www.nmapa/


Grimes is responsible for the administrative leadership of the program as well as oversight ofthe operations on the Albuquerque 
campus. Grimes said she hopes to provide positive leadership for the program on campus and externally to the healthcare institutions 
in Albuquerque. 

“My initial goals are to continue to build the program with experienced faculty and staff that epitomize the best in teamwork, expand 
student enrollment, strengthen and expand our preceptorship program,” she said. 

In addition to master’s degree in Physician Assistant Studies from USF, Grimes hold both a bachelor’s degree and doctorate in 
pharmacy. 

The University of St. Francis in Joliet serves 3,600 students nationwide, offering 38 undergraduate programs, four degree-completion 
programs and 12 graduate programs, along with a doctorate in nursing practice. Programs are offered in arts and science, business, 
education, nursing and health care and social work. For information, call (800) 735-7500 or visit www.stfrancis.edu. 


